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M. Georges Bonnet's eviction less painful to him, and also
to give the Ministry of National Education to M. Sarraut
whom he snatched away from the Ministry of the Interior.
M. Delbos ought to have been even more embittered than
M. A. Sarraut. Nothing of the kind I He made himself
the champion of the new Government and would be one
of those who saved it. Such gallant attitudes are not too
frequent in political life.
On the evening of March 2ist the usual augurs of great
Parliamentary occasions prophesied a doubtful battle. It
was not certain, they declared, that the Government
would "make the grade." The Government had
announced that it would present itself before the Houses
on the very next day. It was a record for speed.
M. Reynaud assembled his colleagues on the morning of
the 22nd to read them the Ministerial declaration of policy.
It was short, firm, written with a pen of steel. " Good
Reynaud stuff," was the description given by one Minister.
I have learned that it had been drawn up by Colonel
de Gaulle whom Paul Reynaud had summoned to Paris at
the time when he had hopes of himself taking over the
Ministry of War. Paul Reynaud asked if anybody had
any observations to make. Only one was forthcoming,
from M. Mandel, who said mischievously: " I think, my
dear Prime Minister, that you have omitted something.
You have not referred to the treachery of Russia. For
you, more than for anyone eke, that is necessary. I
think I am justified in saying so, as I have been sus-
pected as much or even more than yourself of being
pro-Soviet."
There were smiles and general agreement. The atmo-
sphere was somewhat chilly. It became icy when a brief
discussion began about the possible incidents which might
occur in the afternoon, and particularly about the agenda.
There was good reason for raising the question, for the
eddies disturbing the Radical waters gave rise to fears of
disagreeable surprises.